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bidder awarded a contract under this 
part, in accordance with section 217 of 
the Act, necessary to carry out the 
purposes of this part. 

(b) Employees. The employees of any 
person used by a railroad in the oper-
ation of a route under this part shall be 
considered an employee of that rail-
road and subject to the applicable Fed-
eral laws and regulations governing 
similar crafts or classes of employees 
of Amtrak, including provisions under 
section 121 of the Amtrak Reform and 
Accountability Act of 1997 relating to 
employees who provide food and bev-
erage service. 

(c) Hiring preference. The winning bid-
der shall provide hiring preference to 
qualified Amtrak employees displaced 
by the award of the bid, consistent 
with the staffing plan submitted by the 
winning bidder. 

§ 269.17 Cessation of service. 

If a railroad awarded a route under 
this part ceases to operate the service 
or fails to fulfill its obligations under 
the contract required under § 269.13 of 
this part, the Administrator, in col-
laboration with the Surface Transpor-
tation Board, shall take any necessary 
action consistent with title 49 of the 
United States Code to enforce the con-
tract and ensure the continued provi-
sion of service, including the install-
ment of an interim service provider 
and re-bidding the contract to operate 
the service. The entity providing serv-
ice shall either be Amtrak or a railroad 
eligible for this pilot program under 
§ 269.7 of this part. 
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